


This Is KYDS
KYDS is a youth drama society working with young people and members 
of the community in Tiptree, Essex.  Since 2009 we have been running 
workshops and staging productions in Tiptree and surrounding areas.

The KYDS Management Committee

Chairman:   Alexandra Berriman
Secretary:   Joanne Greed
Treasurer:   Ann Morton
Events Officer:   Jon Beales
Publicity Officer:  Kerry Stocker
Welfare Officer:  Hannah Beard
Properties and Premises: Kev Morton & Chris Caswell
Youth Liasion:   Dannii Carr
 
The KYDS Trustees

    Ann Morton, Marcus Churchill,   
    Alexandra Berriman, James Stocker.

Our Ambassadors

President:   Ray Banks
Ambassadors:   Aimee Smith and Bradley Cole

KYDS is very grateful to Wilkin and 
Sons Ltd for their very 
generous sponsorship 

of the society.



Info about Dick Whittington

Once Upon A Time.... Well actually the Origins of the story of “Dick 
Whittington” will not be found in any book of fairy tales. The 
pantomime is the only one based on a true subject. There actually 
was a Richard Whittington, and he did become (Lord) Mayor of  
London in the late 14th and early 15th centuries.  

Richard Whittington was born somewhere around 1350, legend has it 
at Pauntley Court in Gloucestershire. He was not, however the  
penniless boy he is depicted in pantomime, but was in fact the son of 
an Alderman - Sir William Whittington of Pauntley. He arrived in  
London around 1379, and began to deal in costly textiles, and  
became an extremely wealthy merchant.  He married the daughter of 
an Alderman - Alice Fitzwarren, (or Fitzwaryn) and became an  
Alderman himself, before taking the honorary title of Sheriff in 1393. 

Dick Whittington

How a cat came to feature so heavily in the pantomime version is not 
clear. He may well have had a cat, but certainly it does not feature in 
any accounts of his life.  

The pantomime version has the villain depicted as “King Rat”. It is 
Whittington’s cat who destroys all the rats in the Sultan’s Palace, and 
indeed in his Kingdom, and this act makes Dick Whittington his vast 
fortune- half the wealth of the Sultan in return.  More likely the very 
shadow and spectre of the rats, bringing plague to London frequently 
made them the ideal villains for legend.

In rehearsal for Dancin’ 
with the Captain with 

Joe Houston.



Dick Whittington - Abigail Morgan (18 years old)
I have been a member of KYDS for almost three years and I’ve loved 
performing alongside my fellow cast members. My most enjoyable 
roles have been: ‘Wendy’ in ‘Peter Pan’, ‘Gertrude’ in ‘Suessical’ and 
‘Rancid the Ratman’ in ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. I am extremely grateful 
to have been given these roles and to experience a range of different 
characters. This year I am extremely happy to be playing ‘Dick  
Whittington’ as I have a chance to challenge myself with a new type of 
role.  Being my last show with KYDS I hope to go out with a bang! Enjoy 
the show!

Alice Fitzwarren- Emily Mear (16 years old)
This is my 4th show with KYDS and I have been a part of this group for 
roughly 2 years. I’ve had such fun during this rehearsal period as we’ve 
really stepped up our game and have been able to show off how much 
talent this group really has. I’m having so much fun performing as 
Alice as it gives me a chance to interact with so many members of the 
group and interact with the audience a lot more as my role. I’ve had a 
real laugh these past few months and I hope you all have a great laugh 
watching us, enjoy!

Alderman Fitzwarren- Andrew Stocker (14 years old)

Andrew has been involved in the society since 2011 and in that time 
has played a variety of roles. Most recently he played ‘Billy’ in the one 
act play ‘Remembrance’- “I really enjoyed playing the part of Billy, it 
was exciting to be in a serious play for a change and great to take part 
in our own special commemoration to WW1”.

Idle Jack- Ben Collins (13 years old)
I’ve been with KYDS for almost 3 years now and Dick Whittington is my 
5th show! I was nominated by the NETG for best young actor in  
September this year and have enjoyed every minute of what I have 
done! Playing the part of Idle Jack in this show has brought a new  
challenge to me, since I’ve always played serious roles, this is quite  
different. 

Tom Cat -Grace Upton (13 years old)

I am happy to be playing Tom Cat because he is such a good and 
funny character but also very dramatic! I always enjoy  rehearsals, 
learning lines, songs and dances, and I’m proud to have this part.



Dame Dolly Dumpling- Matthew Russell (17 years old)
I have been with KYDS for 5 years now, Dick Whittington being my 
10th show and one of my favourites. I am playing the part of the Dame 
which is one of the most highly anticipated characters for a panto, 
and I’m hoping not to disappoint. I’ve been involved with many of the 
KYDS shows including Peter Pan, Bugsy Malone and Alice in  
Wonderland. I have also been in shows with other groups including 
Grease with CO2.  KYDS has always been there for me to build my  
confidence not just on stage but off too, and was really my first step 
into reaching my goals in life; a career in the performing world. This 
may be my last show with KYDS but i will never forget the amazing 
times KYDS has brought me.

Captain Cuttlefish-Phoebe Jowett (16 years old)

Dick Whittington will be my ninth show with KYDS and I can  
already tell it’s going to be awesome. I like KYDS as I always feel 
it’s somewhere where I can express myself and do something I 
love with people I love. I like my character, Captain Cuttlefish, as 
he is extravagant and loud - a bit like me.

Scupper- Becky Wright (14 years old)

I have been with Kyds for 4 years now and this is my 8th show. I 
really enjoy pantomimes because you get to have a lot of fun with 
all the acting and dancing. I love playing this character because he 
is very funny and playful.

The Sultan - Will Riglin (15 years old)

This is my fourth production with KYDS since I joined for Jack and 
The Beanstalk last year.  I have also played the part of the March 
Hare in Alice in Wonderland and more recently as Robert in our 
production Remembrance as part of the WW1 commemorations in 
Tiptree.  I’m really enjoying playing the Sultan as I get to have a lot of 
fun on stage!



Ensemble - The Ratlings

Sophie Jenkins 
(13)

Millie Sheldrick 
(12)

Emily Upton 
(12)

Grace Robards 
(11)

Fairy Bowbells - Alice Mason (20 years old)
I have been with KYDS for 3 years and this is my 5th and sadly final 
show.  I have loved being with KYDS because everyone is friendly 
and they made me feel welcome. I have enjoyed playing Fairy 
Bowbells because I got the chance to be sparkly.
Enjoy watching the show! xx

Queen Rat- Daisy Greenwood (14 years old)
This is my 6th show with KYDS. My favourite roles so far have been 
Mayzie La Bird in Seussical the Musical and Alice in Alice in Wonder-
land. I train with Tomorrows Talent in Chelmsford and have appeared 
with them in Miss Saigon and Westend Story at the Civic Theatre. I 
love singing, dancing and acting and hope to pursue it as a career. I 
am lead singer with the soul band at Thurstable school and some how 
I manage to fit in 17 hours a week training in Performing Arts. I am 
looking forward to playing the ‘baddie’ for the first time and staying 
very much in character I wish you all a very miserable Christmas and 
an even worse New Year.....boo....hiss......only joking!

Did you know... you can support KYDS by shopping online 
via Easy Fundraising. Just go to 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kyds



Ensemble

Ensemble - Principal Dancers

Lucy Greed 
(16)

Harry Yelland  
(13) 

Elliot Riglin 
(13)

Matthew Greed 
(13)

Ellie Russell 
(14) 

Maia Henderson-Roe 
(13) 

Emily Jowett 
(14)

Ellie Macey 
(13)

Lauren Wright 
(16)

Amy Curtis 
(16)

Charlotte Kent 
(14)

Ella Nunn 
(13)



A huge number of individuals, businesses and organisations support 
KYDS throughout the year.  We are very grateful for the continued sup-
port from the following:

Wilkin & Sons Ltd for their continued sponsorship
Dave Turner Photography for all the fantastic rehearsal photos &  
headshots
Tiptree Parish Council for their continued financial support 
Shannon Jones at Sew Enchanted for making a set of skirts
Don Tyler & Son Opticians for selling our tickets
The HTTC Limited for continued support
Howdens (Maldon branch) for their generous donation
Kidz R Us, St Ives Theatre for their assistance with costumes
Mary and Richard Trayler for their assistance with booking St Luke’s 
Church Hall
The staff at Tiptree Sports Centre
Denise Grimshaw at Thurstable School for her assistance with bookings
The site staff at Thurstable School  

Thank You!



Aunts and Uncles
Our Aunts and Uncles provide vital support to the society, supporting 

the important work that we do with young people and members of the 
community in Tiptree.  There are a huge number of costs involved in 
running the society.  Our Aunts and Uncles help by donating to the 

society each year, helping us to continue our work.
To become and Aunt or Uncle, you just need to make a donation of at 
least £15 (or £25 for a couple at the same address). To say thank you 

we’ll send you news and updates about the society now and again, and 
make sure you’re the first to hear about our forthcoming productions 
and events.  Visit www.kyds.org.uk/donate for more information or 

speak to a member of our Front of House team.

Did you know KYDS make the majority of our 
set and props?  We also hire out things we have 

made to other societies!



Fairy Bowbells:  Alice Mason
Queen Rat:   Daisy Greenwood
Dick Whittington:  Abigail Morgan
Alice Fitzwarren:  Emily Mear
Alderman Fitzwarren:  Andrew Stocker
Dame Dolly Dumpling: Matthew Russell
Idle Jack:   Ben Collins
Tom Cat:   Grace Upton
Captain Cuttlefish:  Phoebe Jowett 
Scupper:   Becky Wright
Sultan of Morocco:  Will Riglin

Guard:    Ellie Russell
Ratlings:   Millie Sheldrick, Grace Robards, Sophie 
    Jenkins, Emily Upton.

Ensemble:   Matthew Greed,Elliot Riglin, Harry Yelland, 
    Ella Nunn, Maia Henderson-Roe, Ellie  
    Macey, Ellie Russell, Sophie Jenkins,   
    Millie Sheldrick, Emily Upton, Grace  
    Robards, Charlotte Kent, Lucy Greed, Amy 
    Curtis, Lauren Wright, Emily Jowett.

Did you know between 2013 and 2014, KYDS 
spent over £4200 on hall hire and over £3000 on 

equipment to help produce our shows.

Cast List



Act 1 Scene 1  London Town
   Footloose - Alice & Ensemble
   The Lazy Song - Idle Jack
   It’s Raining Men - Dame Dolly & Ensemble

Scene 2  Highgate Hill
   Who Better Than Me - Dick & Tom

Scene 3  Fitzwarrens Store
   What Is This Feeling? - Dick, Alice, Tom & Idle Jack

Scene 4  In The Sewers
   Rat Out Of Hell - Queen Rat & Ensemble

Scene 5  Back at Fitzwarrens Store
   I Put A Spell On You - Queen Rat

Scene 6  Highgate Hill

Scene 7  Dick Whittington’s Dream
   Fame - Dick & Ensemble

Act 2 Scene 1  The Docks
   Proud Mary - Full Company

Scene 2  On The Ship
   Dancing With The Captain - Full Company
   Love Is An Open Door - Dick & Alice

Scene 3  The Shores of Morocco

Scene 4  The Sultan’s Palace
   Kiss Kiss - Sultan & Ensemble
   Live While We’re Young - Full Company

Scenes & Songs



KYDS is proud to be a member of the National Operatic 
and Dramatic Assosication (NODA).  Founded in 1989, 
NODA is the leading representative body for 
amateur theatre in the UK.  KYDS is a member of the 
East region. The Association has a membership of 
approximately 2400 amateur theatre groups and over 
2000 individual members staging musicals, operas, 
plays, concerts and pantomimes in a wide variety of 
venues ranging from the country’s leading professional 
theatres to village halls. Covering a broad spectrum of 
age ranges NODA member societies meet the needs of 

Affiliations

NODA Theatre Summer School offers an unrivalled training opportunity for al 
over 18’s involved in amateur theatre. Following the latest trends in profes-
sional theatre, we offer a wide variety of week-long and three-day courses in a 
mix of disciplines for performers, directors and technicians.  The school is the 
only one of its kind, offering an activity holiday with a difference! 

www.noda.org.uk/summerschool

all levels of both performers, whether  dramatic, dance or musical, and those 
involved backstage, front of house or in society administration.

NODA aims:
· To give a shared voice to amateur theatre.
· To help societies and individuals achieve the  highest standards of best 
practice & performance.
· To provide leadership and advice to enable amateur theatre to tackle the 
challenges & opportunities of the 21st century.



Director:     Alexandra Berriman
Assistant Director & Choreographer: Dannii Carr
Additional Choreography:   Will Whelton, Joe Houston
Musical Director:    Tess Dunn
Rehearsal Assistant:    Ray Banks
Production Manager (on the book):  Alexandra Berriman
Lighting:     Tom Lynch
Sound:      Carl Jewell
Stage Manager:    Jon Beales
Backstage Team & Chaperones:  Kev Morton, George Booth,  
      Jonn Casey, Kerry Stocker,  
      Marcus Churchill, Hannah  
      Beard, Megan Adams.
Hair:      Hazel & Jodie Cole
Make Up:     Emma Baldwin

Set Constuction:    Kev Morton
Assisted by:     Jonn Casey, Carl Jewell
Prop Constuction:    Robert Greed, Jon Beales, 
      Chris Caswell,  Andy Beales.
Scenic Art:     Mike Russell

Front of House Managers:   Ann Morton & James   
      Stocker
FOH Assistants:    Ray Banks, Bradley Cole,  
      Sophie Morton, Sophie  
      Stocker and members of  
      the KYDS Team.

Publicity:     Kerry Stocker
Poster design:     Marcus Churchill
Photography:     David Turner

Production Team



Get Involved
KYDS is an active Society. Every year we hold
workshops with professional performers and  
tutors, social events and at least two productions 
including a Pantomime. We also hold regular so-
cial events including trips to the theatre.  Being a  
member of KYDS is great fun, and we’re always 
on the look out for new members!  If you are 
aged between 11 and 18, why not get involved?
Whether you’ve never been on stage before or 
you’re a seasoned actor, there’s a place for you. Peter Greenwood as 

The Mad Hatter

Keep In Touch 
Follow us on Twitter 
@kydsyouthdramasociety
Tweet us after the show and let us 
know what you think!

Like us on Facebook! Keep up to date 
with what we are doing. 
www.facebook.com/ 
kydsyouthdramasociety

Have a look at our website 
www.kyds.org.uk

The only people that have more than our Youth Members are 
our volunteers! We’re always looking for people that can spare 
some time - even an hour now and then to help with costumes, 
props, publicity or even directing! Whatever your talent, get in 
touch!



Affiliations
NORTH ESSEX THEATRE GUILD

We are also affiliated to the North Essex Theatre Guild (NETG) who pro-
vide support and adjudaition service for amateur groups in North Essex.  
They hold an annual awards event at the Princes’ theatre in Clacton and 
this year we were lucky enough to be nominated for various awards.

Alice in Wonderland
Winner of the Terry Sadler Memorial Trophy for Front of House

 

Ben Collins
Nominated Best Young Actor

for his performance as Humphrey in Jack and the Beanstalk
and The White Rabbit in Alice in Wonderland

Sophie Stocker
Nominated Best Young Actress

for her performance as the Witch in Jack and the Beanstalk

Daisy Greenwood
Nominated Best Young Actress

for her performance as Alice in Alice in Wonderland

Alice in Wonderland
Nominated for the King Costume Award

Alice in Wonderland
Nominated for the Collyer-Smith Marine Trophy for Best Musical

Picture: James Stocker, Ray 
Banks and Ann Morton with 
the Terry Sadler Memorial 
Trophy for Front of House



Dick Whittington In Rehearsal

“Everybody Was Dancin’ 
With The Captain”

“Like A Rat Out Of Hell”

“But Alderman please....”



“Kiss Kiss”

Queen Rat ... 
reflecting!

“Happily Ever  
After...”

Dick Whittington In Rehearsal





Row Row Row Your Boat
Gently Down The Stream

Merrily Merrily  
Merrily Merrily

Life Is But A Dream!

Sing - A - Long

Can you help Idle 
Jack get his sock 
on to the fireplace 

in time for  
Christmas?  Find 
your way through 

the maze!

Pull Your Socks Up Jack!



It is not permitted to take photographs, 
video or sound recordings during the show 
due to copyright regulations.

Written by Alan P Frayn of Stage Right Creative
Programme Design by Marcus Churchill

Programme Content by Alexandra Berriman
Photography by David Turner


